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The nationally bestselling picture book about a kitten, the moon, and a bowl of milk, written by the

celebrated author and illustrator Kevin Henkes, was awarded a Caldecott Medal.From one of the

most celebrated and beloved picture book creators working in the field today comes a memorable

new character and a suspenseful adventure just right for reading and sharing at home and in the

classroom. It is Kitten's first full moon, and when she sees it she thinks it is a bowl of milk in the sky.

And she wants it. Does she get it? Well, no . . . and yes. What a night!A brief text, large type, and

luminescent pictures play second fiddle to the star of this classic picture bookâ€”brave, sweet and

lucky Kitten! "Henkes's text, reminiscent of Margaret Wise Brown's work in the elemental words,

rhythms, and appealing sounds, tells a warm, humorous story that's beautifully extended in his

shimmering, gray-toned artwork."â€”ALA Booklist Winner of the Caldecott Medal, an ALA Notable

Book, a New York Times Best Illustrated Book, and winner of the Charlotte Zolotow AwardSupports

the Common Core State Standards
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I don't know how a person goes about making a black and white picture book appear to shimmer

and shine, but somehow or other author Kevin Henkes does it. Having decided to conquer the world



of cats as well as the world of mice (if this statement confuses you a single glimpse of "Lily's Purple

Plastic Purse" should explain what I mean), Henkes has shifted his focus squarely on a small

hungry kitten. Inviting child audiences to simultaneously pity and scoff (nicely) at its small mistaken

heroine, the story is about a feline that tries to capture the moon, but is happy enough in the end

with a simple bowl of milk.Kitten, we take it, is not very old. In fact, for the first time ever she's

experiencing her first full moon. Apparently no one thought to explain to Kitten exactly what a moon

is and since her only frame of reference for a large round white thing is a bowl of milk, that's exactly

what she mistakes the moon to be. What follows is a series of mild calamities as Kitten tries time

and again to reach that tempting bowl of milk in the sky. Simply sticking her tongue out doesn't

work. She gets fireflies stuck there. Leaping at the moon from the house's steps doesn't work. She

just bumps her bum. Chasing the moon over hill and dale doesn't work. Kitten can't help but notice

that she never gets closer. After other mistakes Kitten, dejected and more than a little soggy, returns

home to find an inviting bowl of milk sitting on her home's steps just for her. Says the last line in the

book, "Lucky Kitten".The illustrations in this book are, in a word, luminous. Somehow Henkes has

taken somewhat bland black and grey gouache and colored pencils and used them to give the

impression of a world bathed in shimmering moonlight.
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